
Students are introduced to copyright, fair use, and the rights they have

as creators.

Students view the introductory video and explore the Key Vocabulary

terms using the student handout. Students then explore the copyright

history of the “Happy Birthday” song
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Discuss and use the following words in the course of this lesson: creative work: any idea or 

artistic creation that is recorded in some form, whether it’s hard copy or digital.

copyright: a law that protects your control over the creative work you make so that people 

must get your permission before they copy, share, or perform your work. 

Creative Commons: a kind of copyright that makes it easier for people to copy, share, and 

build on your creative work, as long as they give you credit for it.

license: a clear way to define the copyright of your creative work so people know how it 

can be used. 
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Discuss and use the following words in the course of this lesson: creative work: any idea or 

artistic creation that is recorded in some form, whether it’s hard copy or digital.

copyright: a law that protects your control over the creative work you make so that people 

must get your permission before they copy, share, or perform your work. 

Creative Commons: a kind of copyright that makes it easier for people to copy, share, and 

build on your creative work, as long as they give you credit for it.

license: a clear way to define the copyright of your creative work so people know how it 

can be used. 

What are the different types of licenses and why might they be used?
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Did you know the song “Happy Birthday” is copyrighted? That’s right! Two schoolteachers 

published

the song in 1893, which was originally called “Good Morning To All” and had different 

lyrics. Later,

the lyrics were changed to the song we all know. Over the years, the copyright of this song 

has been

extended. Today, believe it or not, people who want to use the song in a movie or perform 

it in public

are supposed to pay a license fee.

This can present a problem. Say you’re a filmmaker with barely any money to make your 

film. But you

want to use the “Happy Birthday” song. You might have to pay thousands of dollars in 

license fees just

to use the song in your movie!

Another option is to make a unique happy birthday song of your own.
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http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf

Most private uses of published works are NOT prohibited by copyright, like watching a 

video, playing a video game, or listening to music at home – as long as you don’t charge 

your friends!

I
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What Is Copyright?

Copyright is a form of protection provided by the laws of the United States (title 17, 

U.S.Code) to the authors of “original works of authorship,” including literary, dramatic, 

musical, artistic, and certain other intellectual works. This protection is available to both 

published and unpublished works. Section 106 of the 1976 Copyright Act generally gives 

the owner of copyright the exclusive right to do and to authorize others to do the 

following:

• reproduce the work in copies or phonorecords

• prepare derivative works based upon the work

• distribute copies or phonorecords of the work to the public by sale or other transfer of 

ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending

• perform the work publicly, in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic 

works, pantomimes, and motion pictures and other audio visual works

• display the work publicly, in the case of literary, musical, dramatic, and choreographic 

works, pantomimes, and pictorial, graphic, or sculptural 

works, including the individual images of a motion picture or other audiovisual work

• perform the work publicly (in the case of sound recordings*) by means of

a digital audio transmission

7



8



t's time to investigate Copyright Law!

What is it? What is it not? Cop E. Wright has read the fine print and uncovered the truth! 

Read below to discover what her investigations have revealed.

Does Copyright protect my ideas?

Actually, copyright law does not protect your idea. Instead, copyright protects the tangible 

expression of your idea or system. Let's say you come up with a new skateboard jumping 

technique, and you write a book about the trick. The copyright of your book will prevent 

other people from publishing the text and illustrations describing the technique. But it will 

not give you any rights to prevent others from using your new jump.

I found old photos in my garage. Do I own the copyright?

Probably not. You can register copyright in the pictures only if you own the rights to the 

work, for example, by will or by inheritance. Copyright is the right of the creator of the 

work or the creator's heirs, not of the person who found or possesses the photos.

If it's on the Internet can I use it?

Copyright protects text and pictures on websites just like books, CDs, DVDs, and works in 

other media are protected. You might not see a copyright notice on a website, but "that 

doesn't mean you're free" to copy what you see or hear.

Is it ok to use up to 5% of someone else's work?

Under certain circumstances, "fair use" allows you to use parts of someone else's work. 

There's no magic formula, though. Scholarly criticism, teaching, and news reporting may be 

valid reasons for reproducing a copyrighted work. A number of other factors also need to 

be considered. (See Fair Use). When in doubt, it's always a good idea to ask the copyright 

owner for permission first.
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Can anyone ever use my work without my permission?

It's always best for people to ask your permission first, but under certain circumstances 

(See Fair Use), it's ok for other people to use parts of your work. Usually, parody, scholarly 

criticism, teaching, and news reporting may be valid reasons for using a small portion of your 

work.

Do I have to register my copyright to secure protection?

Copyright protection actually begins at the moment the work is created on paper, recorded, 

or otherwise made permanent. However, for certain types of works, registration may be a 

good idea because you get certain additional benefits. Registration establishes a public 

record, which is necessary if you need to sue someone in court for infringement. If you win 

your case, you may also be eligible for statutory damages and attorney's fees.

From US Copyright Office - http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/text/reading/
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http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/text/copyright/

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/copyrightmystery/text/
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The Licenses

Attribution

CC BY

This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation. This is the most 

accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum dissemination and use of 

licensed materials.

CC BY-SA

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial 

purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical 

terms. This license is often compared to “copyleft” free and open source software licenses. 

All new works based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow 

commercial use. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials 

that would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed 

projects.

Attribution-NoDerivs

CC BY-ND

This license allows for redistribution, commercial and non-commercial, as long as it is 

passed along unchanged and in whole, with credit to you.

Attribution-NonCommercial
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CC BY-NC

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and 

although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t 

have to license their derivative works on the same terms.

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike

CC BY-NC-SA

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as long as 

they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms.

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs

CC BY-NC-ND

This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing others to download 

your works and share them with others as long as they credit you, but they can’t change 

them in any way or use them commercially.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/fair-use/what-is-fair-use/
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The Copyright Office receives your package, and your registration becomes effective on 

that day. We receive about 2,400 submissions each business day.

Our financial department processes your payment.

We examine your application and deposit and make sure they're acceptable and meet the 

requirements of Copyright law and regulations.

Your registration is assigned a number and a certificate of registration is issued. You'll 

receive that certificate in the mail about 4 months after you submit your package.

Catalogers create an online, searchable public record of your registration.
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Survey Monkey Evaluation Survey: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9GLZ995
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